CLEMENT', 

Theblefled 'P/1'V L s Fellow-labourer 

THE GOSPEL, 

His firft EPISTLE to the 

CORINTHIANS 



Being an effedluall Suafory to Peace, 

and Brotherly Condefcenfion, after an unhappy 

Schifm and Separation in that Church. 

From whence the underftanding Reader, may 

receive fatisfattion concerning the Bufineflfe of 
EpiscopACY^or Presbyter Y^ as it flood in the 
age of the Apostle s 3 and Come time after. 

The andenc’ft Writing the Church hath, and the 

onely extant to that purpofe, next to the divinely- 

infpired Scriptures. 

And being made good ufe of, may prove a Remedy 
againfl the Breaches and fad Divifions of thefe 
diftra&ed Churches a, d Tiroes, 



Ph i L I P.4.3. 

And I intreat thee alfo i true yofy-feUuw, help thofc women which laboured with me 
in the Gofpel 5 with Clement al[o y and with ether mj fellow-labourers ^ rvhofe 
names are in the Boo £ of Life • 



KoMw0««&> T5K f cM 7 %Ceia,i «flu/*£ArtWj x) t ole p s 9 * \sooKeire as 

hoj^oK eigUvlwi i.e. Let us flick clofe to them, 6 tc, Clemens , pag.8. 

-f-HL ’■ LONDON, 

^ Printed by$.YAot$.P. and O.P. and are to be fold 
in TW’s Churchyard. M, DC* XL VII. 
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To the Right Worfliipfull 

JOHN KINDRICK 

THE GOVERNOUR: 

TO THE 

Afsiftants and the whole famous 
Fellow fh ip of Merchants Adventurers 
of ENGLAND. 



R'ght Worihipfullj my very Honored Friend*: 

He infelicities of tbofe Times wherein out 
Fathers lived , are conceived by the Men of 
this Age to have been , Ignorance , and too 
much Super ftttion. And I mo(l / erionjly 
wijh, that they who make th ; s their obfer - 
vati on* had dun it with more hearty pitie, 
and true fence of humane frailty, then ar- 
rogance y and to advance their own new Lights. However that 
1 may deal freely, and ffeak what / think , though I wholly ex- 
cufe them not > yet am 1 by fo much the better perfwaded of their 
condition , by how much more all men are ready mofl willingly 




The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

to confefs, that a Difeafe in the Head is far lefs dangerous and 
mortal! then one at the Heart . Our dayes we mull confefs have 
obtained (I am fare have made a great /hew of) a more ex - 
seeding meafttre of Knowledge , then thofe had : I pray God it 
may prove faving unto us. But whether it hath not had too 
much of the Leven in it, which is of a windy nature , ( as the 
npoflle confeffeth , and found by hts own deer-bought expe- 
rience ,) it being the earnefi fear of the mo fl , Heave to the 
judgement of all C hr i fit an underfianding Men. How els pofii- 
bly could it come to pafs thus, that di fiance in Opinions, whence 
Fattions have proceeded , and thefe fad Divi fi ons, jhould now 
well neer have exterminated all Chrillian Charity , and bro- 
therly Comply ance out of the Church, and almofi quite from 
among the People of God* When in Jlead of a mutuall con - 
defcenfion , and bearing with one anothers infirmities, we do 
more publicly then in our thoughts defign Halters and Gibbets 
for our own Brethren, and fecretly in our hearts curfe the very 
Somes of our own Mother . Fife why is it that for fo many 
ye ares pajl ( which every good man ought to think of with a 
bleeding affeftion ) the fivord it felf, and the noife of War, hath 
not been louder in our cares, then our dilutes have been tu- 
multuous and dif orderly, to the blemifh and difhonor of our 
Holy Chrijlian Calling, and contrary both to the Precepts and 
Trail ice of Chrifi,and his Mini filers? 

Certainly this judgement from God's Hand upon us is not to 
be a fieri bed to any one thing more then to the Pride of our hearts y 
while every man fianding up for the defence of his own new 
Light and Opinions ( for 1 would be loath to fay for any other 
inter ejls ) we mutually fly into the faces one of another, and w>th 
more then ho file minds and affetiions every man d (cover the 
weaknefs and nakednefs of his Brother, which true Love would 
have covered and concealed . And thus while daily by our 
bitter and unchrifiian inveifives, wherewith we have filled ad 

corners 
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corners of our fireets , and by which we endeavour to defame 
whom foevtr we conceive to d.ffer from us in judgement and 
opinion, we have given the whole Chrtjhan World juft occa- 
sion to take notice , how magillerious and ft If conceited, how 
fantaflica/l and humorous , how proud and imperious ( not to 
add any thing worfe ) many of us would prove , could we but 
per/wade men to give way unto it, that we might have the 
ruling and [way of things in our own hands . For certainly 
there are fome , who to enjoy this absolute power and authority , 
not onely think it is, but forbear not almojl in plain termes to 
call it, T o Reforme . 

But to cry down fome human Confiitutions, and in their 
roome to bring in, and to fet up, our own private wills : and 
advantages ; and to call this Reformation after the mind of 
Chrijl , ebriflian peeple will by no meanes give way to it, 
having now their eyes opened, and their hearts enlarged to take 
notice of their own liberties and priviledges % this being but to 
domineer and fwagger over Gods FI er it age, B ut indeed had we 
all this while applyed and conformed our (elves, with more 
brotherly love and agreement of fotiles and affeffions, (as be- 
came C hr ’(bans,) according to the mind of Chrifi, as is pre- 
tended, and the pattern of his Apo files, our di (tempers had not 
grown to that high heat and fame, which at this day all 
(-hr if end >m beholds not without wonder and afowfhment ; our 
enemies lam (tire do with extreme ( corn and derifton . 

This our mof fid condtion is more generally acknowledged, 
then a remedy hitherto found out by any to affwage the excefs 
of the fe humours. i^And yet feeing that every Chnfian man 
is bound to confer what in him lies toward the compoftng of (o 
great differences, and as it were to the quenching of this public 
fiat h- fire, I per (wade my fidf nothing would Prove more effe- 
ttuallfor the bringing it to paffe, then if (ome learned and 
faithfull Church- Antiquary, who were able to track and pur fie 

A 3 Truth 
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Truth into thofe covert s, into which it hath e fc aped tis, (either 
through the patient Jloath and negligence of men, or perfection 
of Times which were not able to endure it, ) durfi wit hall be 
bold to hold it forth, and affert it being once recovered in a juft 
Hilton of Church-Government truly and faithfully deduced 
from utmoH Antiquity *, which indeed hitherto hath not been 
ftijficiently performed by the fever all undertakers $ the more 
able in that kind having been carried away with the ftudy of 
Parts, the others either miftaking the matter in hand, or faying 
little to the purpofe. 

In the mean while till this chance to be don in fome fat if 
faffory manner, my poor (lock and T dent I thought for my 
part could contribute nothing more conducing to a happy re- 
concilement then the prefent pubhfhing of this moft wonder- 
Eu r eb.Hiercn. fully ufcfull Epiflle of Clement’s, which heer I infcribe 
&c.v.Annot.i . mf() y 0lir ]g ameS} as nn to Men mofr jlud ous of the Publique 

Weale, and, 1 am confident, exceedingly difirous of the tran- 
quillity and peace of Gods Church and peeple. 

The Bleffed Apoftle difdaineth not to call the Ten-man 
^ 'filial- thereof his Fellow- labourer in the Gofpel, and to affirm 
71 jj fydtxaiM that his name was written in the book of Life : and he 
mote i tyleer u P m c 13.1 oc» years ago to that fometime moft 
'TTQhvfr^coTri;, fettled, (it is the Honorable Title himfelf beftows upon them,) 
~fi) * eMetJW and antient Congregation of Chriftians, which had their abode 
ctr!i}oH*a^Z At Corinth, the then moft populous and Principall Citie 
mm. prioris ad of all Greece • but at that time lamentably diftraCled by an im- 
conntk ' ^ p ure anc j ungocllv fedition, which the arrogance of fome pre~ 
fuming andinfolcnt Diotrephes’s h ad rai fed among them. 

I pray God it may as powerfully work upon the Spirits of 
thofe, who fhall light upon it , for the quieting and fettling 
thefeprefent dfrempefs among us, as we may wellperfrvade our 
[elves it proved then effecluall for the reducing of the difi 
ordered, and incompoi d ftate of the Corinthian Church. 

The 
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The authority of the Writer , and the exceeding high efteem 
that this E pi file was alwayes had tn> ought to prevaile very 
much with thofe that wiH take the paints to read it over , but 
with a temper free from all prejudice. The Primitive Chrifli- 
ans were Jo far from queflioniwr it for a genuine piece offjf£™* ,y> 

C lement’s, that they read it publicly in their Affemblies far 
the infir ullion of their particular Congregations 9 and gave it a 
reft eft next to the Holy Scriptures , which ought in every rea- 
finable mans opinion to add no ordinary credit unto it . 

And though it hath lain in obfcurity for fome whole Ages 
pafiy it hath been the fingtdar Honour of his Majefty, ( a thing 
that this Hand may well glory of ) that he hath in a feafonablt 
and happy houre at length firfi communicated it to all the 
Weftern Churches , as an ineftimable Treafure, in the 
Judgement of him by whofe learned Indufiry it was difiovered 
and made pttblique. ft was part of an unvaluable Prefent fent 
unto his Uajefiyfrom Cvriil the late Patriarch ofC onftan- 
sinople, a man who for his zealous ftudy ofT ruth , and earnefl 
defire to propagate good letters and found Religion in the mid ft 
of fo great Barbarifm, might defirvedly have been compared 
with thofe Nazianzens and Chryfoftoms his Predeceffors 
in that Church ^ and that by the hands of a Noble and mo ft 
wife Gentleman , (as the whole ChrifiianWorld of late could Sit Thom** Rot, 
bear e good witnefi.) one very well known and extremely hono- 
red by your own Society , andy to fay no more, a fingular Orna- 
ment both of his own Country , and this lafi Age . if thefe re - 
ft eels will not gain entertainment and acceptance with you of 
this Infcription of Clement unto you, it will be in vain to 
mention the particular engagements you have upon me. Not « 
wnhftandmg l (ball ever record your formerly faffed Favours 
with a mo ft thank full mind, and that not onely in mine own > 
but in my Fathers name alfo , while he lived fometime a 

member 
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member of your Famous Feilowfhip : and (hall he ever read) 
to tender you my be (l fer vices, if I may but under Hand that 
this acknowledgement , that they are due , can find the leal f 
welcome. 

mo 



1 he very God of Peace lead you along by the hand in all your 
filer ions affaires, and dealings. 



I am your mod humble and rc- 

From the Chappel in Kingftoa fpe&tull Servant 

upon Thames. 

g^W.XUX. CI3.13C.XUVU. 



William Burton. 
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PREFACE. 

% 



He divers difputes about Church- 
Government have been, as moft men 
(thereafter as their feverall affections 
lead them,) feem toconfefs, if not the 
Caule, yet a great part of the Happinef 
afwell as the Calamities of thefe Times. 

The earned contefting thereabout, 
fotne ftill maintaining Epifcopacie with its old rites and 
priviledges, others crying it down to advance Presbytery 
in the room thereof, hath of late years brought forth fe- 
verall Books, and Treaties in this Kingdome, written, it 
mud be confefs’d, very elaborately - y et the altercation 
on both fides, as is obferved by one ^ who if any other, ^uTpr*/^" 
is moft able to judge between them, hath been for the J mydii 
moft part infcitihs dr fer octus multo, quam do Eh us aut cor da- AUxandr. 

tiits. Seldom indeed better : For, how indeed could we 
expe&, (as he faies,) that it (liould happen out otherwife, 
when as men, being more paffionately enamored with 
their own Concluftons, (it matters not how well ilferr’d,) 
then acquainted with the truth of the Premijfes 9 and ftudi- 
oufly carefull of the underftanding thereof, did rafnly fet 
down, and, without all diligent examination had thereof 
beforehand, make ufe of any thing they fuddenly appre- 
hended for their turn, as a fufficient ground for them to 
go to work upon < The earned plea on both fides we faw 
was Antiquity $ and that, how it fliould be underftood, 

B was 
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was refolved on aforehand by them, that had undertaken 
the quarrel on either part. And thus while neither fa- 
< 5 Hon was determined to let go, or part with, what they 
had once conceived was for the upholding of their own 
fide, not Scripture onely it felf, that might any way feem 
to admit ofadiffring interpretation in this cafe, became 
violently to be wrefted, but certain pafifages alfoin very 
antient Church-miters. Among all whom, the fate of 
clement heer, and the ufage he hath had on both hands is 
mod: remarkable * as having been much like that of the 
i Kin, j . i i. Infant between the two weemen before Salomons T ribu- 
nall. The undertakers for both fides,have laid hands on 
him, and with a great deal of confidence claim him for 
theirs. Hear the eloquent Bp Hall , urging Clement for 
b Epifc.byni. b proof of the right of Epifcopacie in his fenfe, and he will 
pTt 2. § i o. tell you, that his teflimony is fo clear for it, that he doth well 
p* 5 9-6z. fore fee, that the adverfaries thereof will be not a little pinched 

with it, and de [irons to give them [elves eafe. And which way, 
foMeflaliwi he, can they doe it ? Themoft learned cSalmaJius on 

Epifc . & p,ef- the other party peremptorily maintains, Clementis 
byuAp.+p, 13 1 tempore nec Romanam, nec Corinthiorum Eccleftam, aliter 
gubernatam ejfc , quamper Presbyteros, qui etiam Epifcopi 
dicebantur, tit patet ex ej us E pi Bo la . And a gai n m ore f ully : 
d ibid, p.icp. d Non ali am for mam pro cur and £ Ecclefu fub Clemente ne$ 
& c% Romar, neep in aliis locis,quam qua perplures Epifcopos five 

Presbyteros ftnguU Ecclefta ex inslitnto Apoflolorum rege- 
bantur, ipfe ille Clemens teBattir in Ep/fi. ad Corinthios. 
Ex ea quippe tot a fi legattir, omni luce clarius emicabit, Co- 
rinthiorum Eccleftam, ad quam feribit, & Romanam, cujus 
nomine ad earn feribitur, per plures Presbyteros, qut fy E- 
pifeopi etiam ejfent, ex ApoBelico inBituto etiam turn folitas 
gubernari . The fumme of all which comes to thus much 
“in effect: Itappeares, faith he, as xleare as that it is 

day- 
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sc day-light, when the Sun (hineth at noon, by reading 
cc this whole Epiftle over, that in Clement's time (he con- 
tinued beyond the firft c Century , or ioo. yeares after 
“Chrift,) neither the Church of Rome, Corinth , or any 
“other Church wherefoever,was any othervvife govern* 
cc ed, then by many Bifhops, who were alfo called Presbj - 
cc tersy according to Apoftolicall inftitution *. and this, 
a faies he, Clement himfelf wirneffeth in his Epift.to the 
Corinthians . You fee with how equall confidence, yet 
with what oppofite refolutions , ( for nothing can be 
thought more oppofite in this bufinefs,) thefe two men 
take upon them to underftand and interpret clement, and 
to perfwade others thereunto. I name onely them two, 
becaufe they are men of more then ordinary place and 
quality : both of the reformed Religion , which they 
have both defended and adorned with their excellent 
and learned lucubrations- and for which thev are famous 

' y 

both at home and abroad*, both very zelous, as they pro- 
fefs, of the public peace of Gods Churchy and of extra- 
ordinary credit among fuch as are their fequaces, and abet- 
tors herein of either fide. And yet their fame and emi- 
nency in learning is not greater, then their conteftation 
is hot and high; though not perfonally one againft ano- 
ther, yet about the bufinefs it felf that is controverted. 
Now bccaus Salomon is not heer, nor any other of equall 
wifdom ^ and feeing that Clement is of age , able to affert 
himfelf, and declare his own mind and meaning, let him 
therefore, what the Infant could not do in Salomons pre- 
fence, him felf, and tell us whether fide heowneth. 
Which when the attent and intelligent Reader fhall have 
heard him do, I will be bold to allure him, that his wit- 
nefle alone, ( which is not ufuall in other decifions, ) fhal 1 
deferve to be taken for a finall J udgement$as being more 

B 2 to 
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to be accepted of, then thofe many-many teftimonies 
(fhal I fay books too of that Subje&Oon both fides fince 
Sc Pauls time, which we hear daily urged with a great 
deal more heat,and want of charity, then deiire of know- 
ing the truth, or admitting the pra£ice of what is befit- 
ting , after it is once made known, tferom I beleeve 
thought fo of him *, who in his time taking notice of the 
faCHoufnefs and dilobedience of fome, and of the ambi- 
tious humours again of others, who had rather praeffe, 
quamprodejfe, command Gods peeple then benefit them ; 
as a remedy, to allay and fettle thefe diftempers,he tranf- 
lated this Epiftle into Latin : So that it is not a difficult 
thing to conjecture, whence he had that opinion of his 
concerning the Hierarchic all Order, for which both for- 
merly, and at this day he is fo much exagita ted. But it is 
* E»feb t - 3 cm to feared that that Tranflation is quite loft : and Clc~ 

iz.Hieron.exeo ] ment indeed himfelf hath for thefe many ages lain in ob- 
Epipban. contra fcurity, at leaft he hath been unknown to us of the We- 

f b CMpZ‘& fi ern world, as it vver tfons jignatus 9 a fountain fealed up, 
imperio tuo e or a treafure hitherto kept from the public view till of 
ktebrii m in- j ate y eers M r Tong, a man born for the good and promo- 

“riiMqwmefl, tion of better literature in this Kingdome , in a happy 
ut diutm uni - hour brought it into the day-light again, and to fee the 
M Bibliotheca £ un< Ana as yet it is no better then figmttus liber to all 

Regi^ckuds- luch as are unacquainted with the learned languages ; 
tur 3 quod ebri- whom notwithftandingit as much concerneth to know 
fe$epuf£ r0 ~ the contents thereof, as any others whatfoever: theyde- 
jfec inexbtufht ferving to have fatisfaClion given them in this bufinefs, 
tua liberal! t as . afwcll as the more knowing ; efpecially it being intended 
fudimfqw for public benefit,both by the Author, as we dare boldly 
*fiapasj<nqi4am fay 5 and therefore publikly * read in Churches by the 

Mr Yon dd ? nt * ents ^ or ^ & me cau ^ e 5 ar *d not long fince publifhed 
so the King. in print afvvell by the f advice and command of his Majestie, 

as 
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as the induftrious pains of the learned Edition#, with no 
other aime or pnrpofein the world. And for this very 
fame caufe have I made him capable of being generally 
read, and underftood among us j with fome intentions 
alfo of doing him right, in regard of fome mifallegations, 
and wrong quotations taken out of him, yet pretended to 
be his fenfe and meaning. And this piece of juftice I 
could not have don Clement fo wel any other way, as by 
committing him to the judgement of the publique, that 
is,of all men that underftand English, and know their let- 
ters. For they that think I might have don it as wel by 
writing of a juft Apology for him, or a Treatife concer- 
ning the Subje<ft, about which he is fo diverfly cited, are 
much deceived, and know me not fo well. For 1 finding 
a difpropor tion in the faculties of my mind, (which I re- . H ^ 
member is the complaint of one upon a like underta- u 
king, yet had leaft reafon for it of any man alive in his 
time,)nothing of mine own invention being able to pafs 
the cenfure of mine own judgement , much lefs, I pre- 
fume, the judgement of any others, I made choice rather 
to interpret and illuftrate another mans labors , then to 
venture any thing of mine own penning to public exami- 
nation. To make any Apology for Clement's ftile, or 
manner of writing, ( for I conceive fome wil not think it 
fine enough) were to do the good Saint wrong : It is fuf- 
ficient that I onely tell fuch, that it is Apoflolicall , orneer- 
eft thereunto; and for himfelf,s he I arn fure is in Heaven, g Phil.4.3. 
and above all their Cenfure. Neither do I my felf too 
fummiffively crave pardon for this my Interpretation, (if 
perchance I have miftaken any thing humanities ; ) or for 
thofe few Annotations upon him. If any imagin I wrote 
them out of a kind of good will not to do nothing in this 
fcribling age, let them enjoy their thoughts. Yet was it 

not 
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not to venditate any learning, or abilities : for how can 
they be expected from any one of no more meanes,then 
1 have to attain thereunto, or from fuch an employment 
as I am in*, living as I do cv in refpeft of en- 

couragement to good ftudies • in loco> as hefaies, tarn a 
librisy quant a Uteris vaHo. And therefore whatfoever 
hath efcapedme, (as much no doubt may,) whereby I 
might have added any farther light unto Clement *, if I 
have not met with all occafions of vindicating him from 
Mijprifms , as they fay, and a wrong under (landing of 
what he intends; t he favourable and wel- meaning Reader 
wil impute it rather to my want of fit means and oppor- 
tunities, then of good will , and induftry. However, I 
have colle&ed out of fome late very learned Writers , and 
thofe too of both Parties, (either among mine own poor 
ftore,or for the ufe of which I am beholding to the cour- 
tefy ot friends,) for the fatisfa&ion of them, whofe little 
or no acquaintance with the learned Edition of Clement in 
Creecy may make them doubt, whether it be his genuine 
and true Work,thefe Acknowledgements thereof, which 
follow. 

The molt learned and courteous M r Patrik Yong, 
(who first found out and pubUfhed this Epistle in 
Gr. With his own Latin Translation, and Notes 
t hereon ,) in his Dedic.^ the King. 

Clementis R omani , A poftolorum jetati fupparis , 
Pauli difcipuli,veregenuinum hoc feriptum dva/MpuiiWiiJov, 
tot retro feculis defideratum, & votis ab omnibus, qui 
facram Antiquitatem venerantur, flagrantiffimis expeti- 
tum.&c. Thefaurus incomparabilis — Divina & plane 
Apoftoiica Epiftola. — 



BP Ball, 




BP Hall, Epifcop. by Divine Eighty Part. 1 1. 

$ io. pag . 60. 

1 fhall urge a teftimony from that worthy and Apofto- 
like Author, which was never yet foyled, fo much as 
with any pen, either in citation, or much lefs in contra- 
diflion : of venerable and unquestionable authority It is of 
that noble and holy Epiftle of Clement' s, which he wrote 
to the Corinthians , uponoccafion of thofe quarrels,which 
were, it feemes, on foot in St Patti's time,&c. 

Wale Meffalinus, that is, Claudius Satmafius, Differt. 
de Epifiopis & Presbyt . cap.4. pag. 2 3 1 . 

dementis ad Corinthios Epiftola fola ex operibus ejus vera, 
& germana,cenferi debet. 

Andreas Rivet us Critici facri lib.i. cap. 8. 
ultima edit . 1641. 

Inea (Jp taking of this £/>/jf/^Jreperiuntur qua? a nonnullis 
veteribus citantur,ut in fuis Not is, ex collationc, oftcndit 
eruditifimus editor, qui veram & genuinam efle dementis 
Epiftolam exiftimat , non obftante fabula de Phoenice 9 
quam ad illuftrationem do (firing de Refurreffione adducit: 
Quod poftea fecerunt alii plures ex veteribus. Argumenta 
Viri dollifimi expendere poterit Ledtor eruditus. Epiftola 
tota alioqui fatis refert {implicitatem primsevam, & quae 
in ea leguntur, ad argumentum,quod in ea tradfatur, fatis 
funt accommodata. 

Dan.Heinfius Exercit.facrar. li.i .ca.y.ad Matth.p. 

dementis ad Corinthios prior Epiftola • quam ftylo fcri- 
ptam Apoftolico,aut qui ad eum proxime accedit,?^/- 
dofunio ? fummse eruditionis viro,debemus. 

Lamp • 



Lamp* Alardns Epiphyllid. Philolog. lib. i .cap. i . 

Genuina Epiftola dementis, quae ad Corinthios fcripta, 
extat. 

jacobus Ufferius l ™w, Hibernia Primas , DifTert. dc 
dementis & Ignatii fcriptis,c ap . vl .pa . 3 6 . 

*jEcci.HiftMb. Ab * Eufebio didicimus nos Clementinorum nihil ab anti- 
ni.xgp.Af. am. quioribus pro genuino fuiffe agnitum, praeter unicam, 
Roman# Ec cleft# nomine ad Corinthios fcriptam, Epifto- 
lam. 

M r ffchn Gregory in his Obfervat. upon paflages of 
Scripture, Era fat. ad Lett. pag. 1 6. 

I think every man ought to have a very reverend and 
lingular opinion of that Epiftle of Clemens Romanus to the 
Corinthians, &c. 

The T Alimonies of the Antients, whether Gr. or Latin, who 
have either highly commended this F.ptslle, or tranfcribed paf 
fages out of it into their own writings >colletted by M r Y ong, 
may be found by the more diligent and learned Reader 
before his Gr. edition of it : and by others heer, 
as occafion is offered in the following 
ANNOTATIONS. 

E 

i 

j 



CLEMENTS 



CLEME 

Firft Epiftle to the 

CORINTHIANS. 



Tranjhted out of the OriginaU Greek . 



He Church of God which fojourneth 
at %omc 1 to the Church of God red- 
ding in Corinth 3 called and (an&ided by 
the will of God through our Lord Jc- 
fus Chrift. Grace and Peace be multi- 
plyed unto you from Almighty God 
through Jefus Chrift, upon every one 
of you in particular, and among you all 
towards one another. 

We are afraid. Beloved Brethren, left by reafon of the 1 cala- 
mities and Iki accidents, which have happened unto us, we have 
been too rcmifs in taking your requefts into coniideration ; as 
alfo that abominable 3 and ungodly fedition, kindled among y on 3 
fo ftrange and unheard of among the eleft of God ; Which a few 
arrogant and boldperf ms have blown to fo great a heat ofdi- 
ftemper, that your venerable and glorious name, which hath 
delervedly been beloved of all men , is thereby mightily evil 
fpoken of 

For who hath ever fojourned among you,* that Lath not ap- 
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proved of your entire and conftant faith ? That hath not won- 
dredat your foberand moderate Piety inChrift? That hath 
not highly prailed the m agnificent and free manner of your en- 
tertainment > That hath not pronounced as blefled your perfeft: 
and certain knowledge > For ye did all things without refpeft 
to theperfon of any man, and ye walked in the Laws of God, 
being obedient to them that were 5 G over nours over you. Ye 
alfo yeelded due honour to the elder fort which were among 
you , and ordered your young men to think of thole things, 
which were model! and comly. Ye exhorted your weemen to 
perform all things with an unblamable, 6 holy, and pure con- 
fidence, loving their own husbands according to their duty; 
and ye taught them, that remaining under the rule of their obe- 
dience, they fhould with all ftaiednefle and temperance do the 
work of their own hous at home. Moreover the converlation of 
you all hath been in humblenefs of mind,being in nothing given 
to vain glorying ; fubjeft unto others , more then fubjecfing 
others to yourfelves ; rather giving, then receiving ; contented 
with what God hath provided as needful! for you, and giving di- 
ligent attendanceto his words, you have received them into 
your moll inward affeftions ; having alwaies the liiffrings of 
Chrift before your eyes. By this meanes ye enjoyed a full and 
plentifull peace, with an unfat fable defire of doing good; and 
the Holy Spirit was poured forth upon you all in an abundant 
manner ; and being filled with holy refolution and counjel, in a 
right earneft reading's of mind, ye have with a devout confidence 
ftretched forth your hands to Almighty God, humbly befeech- 
ing him to be merciful! unto you for thole fins, which un- 
willingly ye have committed. Your earneft endevour was both 
night and day for the whole * Brotherhood, that through kit 
mercy, and a confidence, the number of his Eleft might be 
faved Ye were fincere, and without offence, forgetting inju- 
ries done one to another. All fedition, and fehifin, was abomi- 
nable unto you* Ye lo rrowed for the flips and offences of 
your neighbours ; judging their failings to be your own. Ye 
repented not of any good deeds ; but were forward to every 
good work. Yourconverfation being adorned with all vertue, 
and reverence, ye performed all things in the feare of God; 

having 
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having the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord Writ- Pfov.7.3. 
ten upon the Tables of your heart . *Cor.pp 

Ye enjoyed all glory and enlargement: But now is fulfilled ^ cuc * 3 2 * r ?* 
that which is Written : The beloved 7 one hath eaten % and drunken, 1 

and hath been enlarged , and waxed fat t and hath kteked. Hence hath 
proceeded envy, and contention and ledition; periecution and 
trouble 5 war and captivity. By this meanes the bale, and igno- 
ble,have rilen up againitthe noble,and honourable 3 the foolilh 
againft the wife 3 the young men again ft the antients. By this 
meanes juftice and peace have forlakenyou, in that every man 
hath departed from the fear of God, the eyes of your faith in 
him being darknedj neither have ye walked in the right wayes 
of his Ordinances, or ordered your converfation according as 
becometh the profeflion of Chrift : but every one hath gon after 
his own il-affe&ed del ires , giving entertainment to a wicked 
and ungodly emulation, whereby death it lelf entred into the 
world. For thus it is written : <±And ft came to paffe after fbme Gcn 
dayes s that Cain offered of the fruits of the earth a facrifice unto Cj od . 4 

And Abel, he alfo brought of the fir flit »gs of his Jheep , and of the fat 
of them ; and Cjod hadreffeEl unto Abel, and to his f ff rings ; But 
unto Cain, and to hie facrifices , he had no rejpett. And Cain was 
very much troubled in mind , and his countenance fed. *And Cjod faid 
unto Cain, Why art thou fa troubled ? and why is thy countenance 
fallen f If thou offer aright , 8 and do ft not divide aright ,ha ft thou not vill. 

finned l *Be frill. Vnto thee jhaU his recouffe be ; and thou jhalt rule 
over him. esfndCam faid unto Abel his brother , 8 Let tu go along 
into the field : and it came to pafs , that as they were in the field 3 Cain 
rofe up again ft Abel his brother , and flew him • 

See, my Brethren, contention and envy brought to pais the 
murtherof a Brother by a brothers hand. By reaibn of ftrife Gen.27.4p 1 
and envie our father Jacob fled away from the face of his brother 
Efau. Strife and * Snvie made Jofepb to be perfecuted as far al- * Aft.7.9. 
mofr as to death, and to become even a bondman. Strife forced 
Lftfoyfcsto fly from the face of Tharad King of Sgypttwhen as Exod.i.ipij. 
he heard one of his countrymen faying unto him 3 Who hath placed 
thee a Judge and a Tattler over us ? Wilt thou flay me 3 as thou lately Num.12.1j. 
Jlewefb the Egyptian ? Through ft rife * Aaron and ^Miriam had Jx, 
their habitation out of the Camp. Strife and emulation thruft 
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Num i <*.3.3$. down Datban and Aforom alive to Hell, in that they role up le- 
ditioufly again ft Mojfes , the Servant of God. Through itrife 
1 Sam. 17. 3 and emulation T^avtd fultained not onely the envie of for- 
jg reigners, but was alio perfeaited by Saul K. of Ifiael. But 

1 to have done with examples of the Antients, let us come unto 

thole Champions who have been ofneereft times unto our felvsj 
let us , 1 fay, confidtr the generous and worthy examples of our 
own Age. Through emulation, and envy, the faithfull andmoft 
juft pillars of the Church were perlecuted even unto a moft 
grievous death. Let us place before our eyes our Holy Apoftles. 
< P***r, by realon of ungodly envie, underwent not one, or two, 
but was dtflrejfcd with many labors , and difficulties 5 and at 
X. length giving up his witnels by luffring, he palled 10 unto the 
due appointed place of Glory. By realon of envy and emulation^ 
1 Cor. having (even times endured bonds 3 having been whipped^ 

11.2,3.1?* andftonedj obtained the reward of his luffring; «^f#dbeing a 
Preacher both in the Eaft and he received the honorable 



_ report of his faith ; having taught righceoufne/s to the whole 
XI- world, and made his way to the utmoft bounds of the 11 Wtf?. 
Andfo, giving a teftimony of his faith by Martyrdom under the 
'Rjman Governors,he departed out of this wor!d,and went un- 
to the Holy place, having been the greateft example of patience, 
and conftancy. To thelc men of divine conversion have a 
great number of the Eleft been joyned, who having through 
envy and emulation luffred many torments and trials, have be- 
come moft notable examples among us. Through envy, women, 
having been perlecuted, and liiffr d grievous and unbeleeming 
punilhments,have attained to the finilhing of theconftant courle 
of their faith 3 and the weak in body have received a noble re- 
ward. Envy and ftrife hath eftranged wives from their husbands, 
Ccn.2.13* hath a ^ tre< ^ the laying of our Father t/tdam : This is now 

bon$§fmyb»nts,a*dfl<jhofmyfttfh+ FtnaFyi Envy, and conten- 
tion, hath overthrown great Cities, and rooted out great 
Nations. 



We write thele things unto you. Beloved, not only to admo- 
nilh you of your duty ; but withall toput ourlelvs in remem- 
brance : For we alio are to run our race to the lame goa le$ and 
the fame conEift is to be midergon by us both. Wherefore let us 
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forfake idle and vain cares ; and let us prcls on to the glorious 
and excellent rule of our holy calling. Let us look unto what is 
good, and what is delightfull and acceptable in the pretence of 
him that made us* Let us faften our eyes upon the blood of 
Chriit 5 and let us conliderhow precious his blood is unto God, 
which being powrtd out for our Salvation,hath oifered the Grace 
of repentance to the whole world. Let us earneilly confider all 
generations pail : how that in every generation the Lord hath 
given place of repentance to luch as were willing to turn unto 
him. Noe preached repentance ; and they that obeyed, were x p et ^ 
faved. Jonas preached dellruttion to the Njnevitcs, and they re- Jon. 3.10. 
penting them of their tens, appealed God by humbly befeeching 
him, and were faved, though they were ftrangers,and aliens from 
God. The Miniteers of the Grace of God through the Holy 
Spirit have fpoken much of repentance : and the Lord himlelf 
of all things doth mention iteven with an Oath : For as I live, Ezek.33.1 1. 
faith the Lord i I void not the death of a (inner , at hie repentance : 

adding moreover this comfortable faying 3 Repent ye boufeoflC- 

rael from jour iniquity : 12 Say unto the font of my people ; although XII. 
your Jim have reached from earth unto Heaven, and although they EzckaS.jo. 
he redder then fear let, and blacker then fackclotb ; yet if ye be turned 
unto me with your whole heart 3 and fay, Father 3 I will hearken unto j cr ** 
you aetoa holy people . And in another place he faith thus : *Beye Jer.3.4. * 
wafhedy be ye made cleans take away evil out of your heart s from before Ifoi.52. 1 
mine eyes ; ceafe fiom your mifchievoufne ft ; learn to do good 3 fiek^for Ifei.i.itf* 
judgement ; deliver the oppreffed 3 judge for the orphan 3 plead for the 
widdow 3 tAnd come* and let us reafon together faith he : And al- 
though your fins be at fear let, / will make them white as fnow ; and 
though they be at crimfon , 1 will make them white at wooB . And if ye 
be willing y tnd obedient > ye (had eat the good things of the land . But if 
ye refufe , neither wiB obey me % the fword fhaU devoure you 5 for the 
mouih of the Lord hath jfioken it* 

It being his pleafure then, that all his beloved ones (hould be 
made partakers of repentance, he hath eftablifhed it to be lb by 
his own Almighty Decree. Let us be obedient therefore to his 
mighty and glorious Will 3 and being become humble Appli- 
cants unto his companion and goodnefs, and forfaking all vain 
endeavours, and ftrife, and envie, which leadeth unto death, let 

us 



6 



xni. 

Ebr.u.f.7. 

&c. 

xfv. 

* ^17.2.2?. 

Gen. 12. i, 

Gcn-i 3.14. 

Gen.i 

Gcn.22. 2. 
Gett.19. 



Clement 'sjirft EpiHle to the Corinthians. 

us fall down,, and wholy devolve our (elves upon his mercies. 
Let 11s fallen our contemplation upon thofe, who have tho- 
roughly waited upon his mighty pleafure. Let us ta ke Enoch for 
examplc$\’\\ o being found juft in matter of obedience, was tranf- 
lated, and his death no where to be found. TAje being found 
faithful], by his Minntry preached the *4 tnftauration of all things 
to the World 5 and by him the Lord faved thofe creatures,which 
entred peaceably into the Ark. zAbraam, he that was called 
* i he friend of God, was found faithful], in that he was obedient 
to the Commands of God. He by obedience departed out of his 
own land, and from his ownkindred,and from his fathers houfei 
that fo by leaving a (mall land, and a weak alliance, and a little 
dwelling, he might become inheritor of the Promises of God. 
For he faith unto him: (jet thee out of thy country , and from thy 
hundred, a-, a from t h\ fathers houfi, unto a land that 1 wiQjhew thee . 
And l will m.<ky of thee a great nation , and I will blefs thee, and make 
thy name great ; and thou fh.tlt be blejfed. And / rvtl blefs them that 
blejfe thee , andcurfe them that curfe thee: and in thee fhall all the fami- 
lies of the earth be blejfed. And again, when as he was parted away 
from Lot , he Laid unto him : Lift up now thine eyes , and looke from 
the place where than now art , Tsjorthward, and Southward, and Eafl » 
ward, and toward she Sea . For all the land which thou fit ft, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy feed for ever . And I wtll make thy feed as the fand 
of the earth: if one can number the fand of the earth , then jhallthy feed 
alfo benumbred. And again he faith. And God brought Abraam 
forth abroad , and faid unto him: Lookjovoard heaven. and tell the Jtars 
if thou be able to number them, fo fhall thy feed be • And Abraam be- 
leeved God 5 and it was counted to him for righteou fiefs . Through 
his faith, and hofpitality,a fon was given him in his old age, 
and by obedience he offered him as a facrifice upon one of the 
mountains which he j hewed him . For his hofpitality and piety Lot 
was faved out of Sodomy the whole Country round about being 
judged by fireand brimflone : The Lord making it nianife(l,that 
he doth not utterly forfake fuch as put their hope in him : but 
thofe that turn alide another way, them he appointeth to pu- 
nifhment and plagues. For his wife, otherwife atfe&ed, and not 
of the fame mind with her bufoand, coming out of Sodom along 
with him , became a figne , being changed into a pillar of 
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fait, ** remaining even unto this day : To the end that all men xT. 
may know, that they that are double-minded, and make quefti- 
on oF the power of God, are appointed for judgement, and to 
be afigne For all generations. Through faith and hofpitality 
%*ab the harlot was prelerved (afe. For fpies being lent out to Ebr. i r.31. 
Jertcbo by Jeftu the Ton of Naue^ the King of that land had no- Jofh.2. 
tice given him, that they were come to take a view of his coun- 
try; and he fent forth men to lay hold on them, that being ap- 
prehended, thjy might be put to death. Wherefore the hofpi- 
table 7{adb. having given them intertainment, hid them on the 
top of her houle, under the (talks of flax. Now when the Mef* 
fengers of the King came fuddenly upon her, and (aid ; There 
came men unto thee, foies tofearch our land ; bring them forth; 
for filch is the Kings commandment : She anfwered them*, There 
entred indeed two men unto me, whom ye leek ; but they went 
hence prelently, and are gon their waies : (he dire&ing them a 
contrary way. And fhe (aid unto the men : I know afluredly, 
that the Lord your God will deliver unto you this City, for the 
fear and terrour of you hath fain upon the inhabitants thereof : 
when as therefore it fhall happen that you take it, prelerve me 
alive, and my fathers houfe. And they (aid unto her : It fhall be 
fo, as thou hail fpoken unto us. Whenas therefore thou (halt 
underhand of our approach, thou fhalt gather together all thy 
kindred under thy roof, and they (hall be kept (afe : for as many 
as (hall be found out of thine hou(e, fhall perifh. And more- 
over they gave her a (igne, that (he (hould hang out of her hous 
a Une op Scarlet colour: declaring thereby, that all they that 
beleeve and hope in God, (hall obtain redemption by the blood 
of our Lox~d Chr i sr. See, Beloved, this woman had not onely 
faith ; but there was alfo a Spirit of prophecy in her. 

Let us be humble-minded therefore,my Brethren, lay ingafide 
all haughtinefs, and pride, and foolifhnefle, and anger ; and let 
us perforin that which is written : For the Holy Spirit faith : 

Let not the wife man glory in bu rotfdom* nor the Jbong man in his 
ftrengtby nor the rich man in hie riches : But let him that glories , glory 
in the Lord, in fe*ki*g him , and in doing judgement and juft tee: 
efpecially remembring the words of the Lord Jefus , which he 
(poke teaching gentlenefs, and long-fufFring $ for thus he faith : 
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16 'Be ye merctfuU , that ye may obtain mercy : forgive , that ye may be 
forgiven : as ye do, fo jhali it be dene unto you : as ye judge ,fo (hatt 
ye be judged .* as ye doe good, fi fhaS others do good unto you :with what 
me a fur e ye mete , in the fame [had it be meafured unto you. Let us 
confirm our felvs with this commandment, and thele precepts, 
to walk alwaies obedient to his mofl holy words, in lowlinefs 
and humility of minde. For the holy Word faith : Vpon whom 
wiUllookJtut upon him that is gentle, and metk^y and that trembleth 
at my words ? 

It is a more juft and feenily thing therefore , Men and Bre- 
thren, that we fhould rather become obedient unto God, then 
to follow the heads and leaders ofa deteftable flrife andfaClion , In 
the pride and dilorderlinefs of tketrjpirir. For if, rafhly laying 
afide all fear, we deliver up our felvs to the w its of thole men, 
who fhoot out words tending to contention and fedition, on pur- 
pole to eflrange us from that which is good, it is nolhiall hurt, 
nay rather a great danger, which we Ihali undergo. Let us do 
good one to another according to the companion and Iwcetnels 
of him that made us. For it is written : They that doe good flail 
be inhabit ers of the earth , and the innocent (had be left thereon 5 but the 
tranfgrefotirs (had be defrayed fiom of it. And again he faith : / 
have feen the wicked highly exalted , and raifed up at the Cedars of 
Libanusj and I paffcd by, and behold he was not j and I fought out for 
his place, and I found it not. Keep innocency .and fee to equity j for there 
is a remainder in fore for the peaceable man . 

Let us flick dole to them therefore who live godlily and 
peaceably ; and not unto them who hypocritically onely Icem to 
deflre peace. For lomewhere he laith : This people honoureth me 
with their lips $ but their heart is far fiom me. And again : They 
blejfed with their mouth ; but with their heart they cur fid. And again 
he faith: They Lved him with their mouth, and they Ited unto him 
with their tongues : For their heart was not right with him, neither 
were they fttdfafl in his covenant. Let the deceit full lips be jjeechltfs • 
The Lord (hat cut off ad flattering lips, and the tongue that fpeaketb 
great things • Who have [aid 5 Let us magnify 0 ur tongue $ our lips are 
in our own power ; Who is Lord over us ? For the affliction of the 
needy , for the Q&hivg efthe peor , new void I art fe, faith the Lord ; 

/ will fet him in faftty, / will sleal fieely with him : ForChrift 
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is theirs who are lowly-minded ; not theirs who proudly ad- 
vance themfelves over his iiock, and people. 

Christ Jesus our Lord, the Scepter of the Majeftie ofGod, 
came not in the vain boafting of arrogance, and pride , *7 al- xvlj. 
though he could do all things 5 but in humility of mind, accor- 
ding as the Holy Spirit hath ipoken concerning himjfor it laith: Ifai. j j-r. 
Lord, who hath beleeved our * report, or to whom hath the arm of the * 

Lord been revealed l We have declared as it were a child tn hie pre - Jfi 1, 1 
fence, as a root in a thrrHy land t Beams he hath no form nor comltnefs • om * 10,1 
And we faw him, and he had no feature, nor beauty* But his appea- 
rance was without honour', falling (hart of the comlmefs of men. He woe 
a man offlripes and pains, and acquainted how to bear infirmities . 

Becatts b(s face was turned a fids', he was difre fielded, and not efleemed 
of He beareth our fins, and for us is he grieved, &/£nd we efleemed 
him as one wearied, and (mitten,and in afilt Elion, But he was wounded 
for our fins, and he was made weakjor our tranfgrejfions. The cha- 
fttfement of our peace was upon him , by his fears we art healed. We 
have all wandred out of the way, CM an hath wAndred out of his way: 
and the Lord delivered him for our fins, tsfnd he, by reafon he was 
ajflitted, opened not his mouth : he was led as a fheep to the J laughter , 
and as a lamb mute before the jheerer , fo opened he not his mouth. 

In humiliation his judgement was taken away : who (hall declare his 
generation ? For his life is taken away fi'om the earth ; he was put to 
death for the tranfgreffians of my people, zAnd / will give the wicked 
for his fepulture, and the rich for his death. Btcaus he hath not don 
iniquity, neither was deceit found in his mouth : And the Lord will 
pur i fie him with Jlripes. If ye w id offer for fin, your foul (hall fee your 
feedlong-liv d. And the Lord wil take away fiom the ajfiiElton of bis 
foul, to (hew him light, to form it in tinder (landing, to juflifie the righ- 
teous one, minifiring faithfully unto many, and himfelf (hal bear their 
fins. Therefore many (hall be allotted him for a poffefiion , and he (hal 
divide the fpoiles of the firong, Btcaus his foul was delivered over 
unto death, and he was numbed among the tranfgrejfors. And him- 
felf bore the fins of many, and he was delivered up for their iniquities. 

And again he faith : I am a worm, and not a man ; areproachofVhlu.6. 
men, and the eutcafi of the people • tAll they that looked upon me, 
fioffed me, they (poke with their Ups, they (hook their head. He trufted 
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in the Lord , let him deliver htm Jet him five him, be cans he hath 
1 8 a mind to him . 

See, beloved Friends, what an example is given to us : For if 
the Lord were fo humble-minded, what fhall w r e doe, who are 
come under the yoke of his grace > Let us imitate even them 
who ivandred up and down in goat-skins , and fheep-skins, preach- 
ing the coming of Chrilr: We mean the Prophets Eltas^ and 
Eltffaus, and alfo Jezdkfel • and together with them, thole that 
have obtained a good report, sSbraam received an high tefiimo- 
ny, being called the Friend of God ; and having his eyes faftned 
upon the glory of God, in all humblenefs of minde, he faith : 
But I am earth , and ajhcs. Moreover concerning Job it is written: 
Job was a jufl man, unbUmeable , true , one that worfhipped God , and 
abstained from all evil. But he accuhng himfell faith : *Ho man it 
clean from filth , no though hts lift be but of one day . C Jttojfes was 
called laithfull in die whole houie of God, and tinder his com- 
mand he thought good to deliver Ifrael from their ftripes and 
punilhments. Yet he, fo highly honoured, gave forth no proud 
ivords, butanfwcred the divine voice which fpake to him out of 
the bulll : Who am I, that thou fendeft me ? I am one of a fmall 
voice 3 and a flow tongue . And again he faith : 19 lam as the reaktng 
of a pot. What fhall ive lay of- TDavid, ol whom there is fo great a 
witnefs, to whom God laid 3 1 have found a man according to 
my heart, ‘David the Ion of Jeffat, with everlafting oile have I 
anointed him > Yet himfelf faith unto God : Have mercy upon 
me , O God } according to thy great ptttj > and according to the multitude 
of thy mercies wipe away mne iniquity* Thoroughl > wafh me from my 
tranfgrejfton, andpurifie me from my fin. Be cans I acknowledge mine 
iniquity, and my fin u alwayes before me. gain ft thee onely have I 

ftnned, and don evil in thy fight ; that thou mat ft be justified in thy 
faftngs , and that thou maift overcom when thou art judged. For be- 
hold I was conceived in iniquities , and in (ins my mother bare me. 
Behold thou haft loved truth : thou haft declared unto me the fecret 
and hidden things of wtfdom * Thou fhalt fpririje me with hyjfop , and I 
fhallbe clean fed 5 thou fhalt wafh me , and J fhall be made whiter then 
/now. Thou fhalt make me to hear of exultation, and joy ; the bones 
which have been bumbled fhall rejoyce. Turn away thy face from 

my 
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my finty and Wipe way all mine iniquities* Create a pure heart in me, 

O God, and renew a right [pint wtthtn mi bowels . Cafi me not away 
from thy pre fence, and take not away thy Holy Spirit from me. %e(lore 
unto me the joy of thy favirg health, and eftabl JJ) me with thy condu- 
cing Spirit. I will teach tf:e wicked thy wayes, and the ungodly jhzB 
turn unto thee. Deliver me from blood , O God , the God of my falva - 
tion. C JPty tongue , O Lord, (had [ing aloud of thy jufttce : thou (halt 
open my mouth , and my bps (hall declare thy pratfe . For tfthou wouldefl 
have had facrifice , I had offered it ; but then wdt not delight in burnt 
offerings. The facrtfice to God te a broken ffirit ; a broken and an 
humbled heart the Lord wtl not deffife. 

The humility, and obedient fubje&ion, of liich, and To great 
men, and that have Jo high a tefiimony given unto them, hath 
not onely rendred us better, but the generations alio that were 
before us ; and thole likewife wholoever have entertained the 
Word of Godin fear and truth. 

Being partakers therefore of many, and great, and illuftrious 
examples, let us run back unto the Goal, and intended Icope of 
Peace, otfred and given up unto us from the beginning. And 
let us fallen our eyes upon the Father and Creator of the whole 
World, wholy applying our felves to thole excellent and tran- 
feendent benefits, ( which through him we enjoy by peace,) and 
to his bountiful dealing with ns. Let us behold him by our 
contemplation of him,and with the eyes of our foul let us look 
upon his long-fuffering afFeftion towards us. Let us confider 
how free from anger, how mild and gentle he is to the whole 
creature in generall. The Heavens, by his dilpofing being un- 
fhaken, are madefubjeft unto him in peace. Both Day and Night 
oblerve the courle appointed them by him, without hindring 
one the fuccefilon of the other. The Sun,andthe Moon, and the 
whole * Quire of the Stars, according to his ordinance, in a* So 

concord free from all excursions, perform and accomplish their churns islklla* 
determinated revolutions. The teeming earth,according to his r Jf m . *ff tu udo. 
will, in its proper feafons, bringeth forth abundant nourifh- fagonA]b.fT 
ment both for men, and beafts, and all living creatures that are VCI L A 
therein; no whit altering, or recoiling from what hath once writer of the 
teem’d good unto God to appoint it to do. The unlearchable Came age with 
waters of the Deep , and not to be delcried in the bowels of Qlmm * 

D 2 the 



Clemen t * s jfr// Epiftle to the Corinthians. 

the earth , are all comprifed under the fame commandments. 
By his difpoling, the depths of the unmeadirable lea handing on 
! ' heaps pa(s not beyond the limited bounds and bars let for them* 

■’!’ but as he hath ordained it, fo do they : For he hath laid: Ht- 

thtrto (half thoti come ; and thy waves fhaU be broken within thee<, 
XXi, That 30 unpafsable Occan y and thofe 21 fVorlds that are beyond 
it, are orderly governed by the fame Commandments of the 
Lord. The feafons of the Spring and Summer, of the Autumn 
and Winter, do peaceably lucceed one the other. The Winds in 
their lever all ilations, without bluhring one againlt the other, 
perform their miniftery according to their let times. The con- 
tin uall Springs, ordained for our ule and health, afford us their 
breafts, as it were, ever running without ceafing for the benefit 
of man’s life. And even the leaft of living Creatures have their 
meetings together in peace and agreement. Thus thegreat Crea- 
tor, and Lord of all, hath difpoied and ordered all thele things 
in Peace and Concord, doing good unto ail, but over and 
abundantly unto us, who fly unto his mercy through our Lord 
Jefus Chrifi, to whom be Glory and Majeftie for ever and even 



See to it, Beloved,that his many bleflings and benefits become 
not a judgement upon us all, if that (leading our lives worthy 
of him, ) we do not in concord and agreement perform thole 
things, which are good and acceptable in his light. For fome- 
Prov.io. i7* where he laith : The Spirit of the Lord ie a light parching the hid- 
den parts of the belly. Let us confider that he is neer tinto us, and 
that none of our thoughts, or thole dilcourles and dilputes 
which we have, are concealed from him. It is itiftly required of 
* Such as eve- u g 3 that we fly not from the Command of his wil, like * Fugitives 
an” ^ iat foTake their Colours. Let us rather offend mad and foolilh 
men 3 that are lifted up and boaifin the arrogance of their own 
iMy as the ex- words, then dijpleafe God. Let us worlhip Jeliis Chrift, whole 
cellenteupref- blood was given for us. Let us reverence the Governours that 
ficn is of the are pl aC ed over us ; Let us honor the elder lort, and infiru# the 
fCry j/ " J y oun g er * n t ^ ie knowledge of the fear of God. Let us let our 
Hie roc l, in w ee ™ en right in the way to that which is good : Let them ex- 
CMmfythag. prels the lovely behaviour of ChafHty : let them Ihew forth the 
iincerity of their wil and affetttons in gentlenels : let them make 
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the moderation of their tongue to appear in * hlence : let them * jy* $ a iy ?^ 
declare their love, without inclining to any part, but alike To clement of 
equal to all them who fear God in an holy Converlation. Let diex - rea ^ s ic » 
f your Children be made partakers of that difcipline and in hi- ^ ^ 
tution which is in Chriit. Let them learn how much humility | c !e °* , ' t a 
prevails with God ; how much chafre love can do with him, f Orr. So iris 
how that the fear of him is good and great, and preferveth all cited in the 
them,who with pure thoughts lead their lives in him in an holy f a ™ e . clm S n fy 
manner. For he is the fearcher of our thouglus,and the counlcls > l^ ,not 
of our hearts ; whole breath is within us, and when he will he 
taketh it aw r ay. 

All thele things our faith in Chrift doth confirm; for him- 
felf by the holy Spirit doth in this manner befpeak us : C ome % pf - » 
children, hearken unto me, l wrf teach you the fear of the Lord. Who 1 * 3 

is the man that defireth life loving to fee good day a ? CjMake thy 
tongue to ceafe from evil, and thy lips that they Jpeal^not deceit . Shun 
that which is evtl s and do the good: frek^ peace, and purfue it. The 
eyes of the Lord are upon the rtglyeom,and hie ears hear their prayer. 

But the face of the Lord is again fl them that do evil to deflroy their 

remembrance out of the earth . The righteous hath cried out, and the 

Lord haih heard him , and hath dcltvered him out of all his afjhttions. 

cMany are the fr ripe s of the (inner ; but mercy fhall er.compafs them 

whofe hope is in the Lord. The merciful Father, and bountiful in 

all refpe&s, hath bowels of compafiion towards them that fear 

him; and doth gently andfweetly impart his graces unto them, 

that come unto him in the iinglenels of their (oul. Wherefore 

let us not be double-minded, neither let our foul waver, or make 

doubt of his tranfcendent and glorious gifcs. Far be from us g ec } * n t j ie 

that Scripture, where it is Laid : Vnhappy are the double-minded , ^ occs 

and they vohofe foul is unflable : wh$ fay ; We heard this alfo from Num.vn. and 

our fathers , and behold now we are grown aid, and nothing hereof hath Jam. i.$, 

happened unto us. 1 

Foolifh and ignorant men ! Compare your felves unto a Tree. 

For example , take the V ine. Firft it fheddeth the leaves. Then it 
fhooteth forth the bud ; after that the leaf ; next the blolfom ; 
after all this a green grape ; at length a perfeft ripe grape. Ye 
fee in how lhort a time the fruits of trees attain unto ripenefs. 

Of a very truth fpeedily and fuddenly lhal his wii be performed, 

the 
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i lie Scripture it felf giving witness thereunto . That the Lord 
fhali fuddsniy come mio hia If tuple 9 and the Holy One 3 whom 
\e PVpffh 

Let us connder, Beloved, how the Lord doth eftfoons declare 
unto us our Reiurreftion which dial I be i the firlt fruits where- 
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or he made our Lord Jefus Chrift, railing him from the dead. 
Let us take notice , Beloved, of a RefirreClion happening in 
every tur,c, and feafbn. The Day and Night do make manifef 
a RefurrcCHon. The night ileeps, the dayarifes: the day de- 
parts, and night returns again. Let us look upon the fruits of 
the earth : every one knowes well enougli how the feed is 
Town. The Sower went forth,and threw his feed into the earth, 
which failing there bar z grain, and dry, time at length diffolvts 
it ; and from this diflolution the great power of the Lord’s pro* 
vidence rai/eth it, and it bringeth forth fruit, and the encreafc of 
one grain becomes many. Let us obferve that mat veilous won* 
der happening in the Eafrern parts, and namely in Arab‘s. 
There is a Bird called a Thcenix, 2i which, being the onely one 
of its kind livech five hundred years, and drawing neer unto its 
dhiolution that it mull dye, makes it felf aneft of Frank in cenfe. 
Myrrh, and other fweet fuelling T)rugs and Spices, into which, 
the time being come, it entreth, and dieth. From the putre- 
faction of whole del'll a worm is bred, which being nourished 
by the moKhire of the dead bird, at length getteth feathers, 
Then growing ftrong, it taketh up the nell, wherein are the 
bones of that Phoenix from whence this fprung, and bearing 
them away, direfteth its courfe out of the Country of Arabia* 
as far as Sgjpt, to * Heliopolis ; And in the day time, all looking, 
on, frying unto the Altar of the Sun, there it placeth them, and 
fc rerun icth back again. The Priefls hereupon examine the ac~ 
count of years, and find the coming thereof to be after five 
hundred compleat. Doth it feem fo great and wonderful] a 
thing to us, that the Creator of All (hould grant a Refirrtftion 
unto ftich as ferve him in hoIincfs,and in the afrurance of a good 
faith, whenas even by a Bird he msketh manifeft the greatnefs 
and magnificence of this his Promifeunto us ? For fomewhere 
he faith : Thou ft alt raife me up, and I roil make my confejjion unto 
thee . And ; / laid me down and Jlept $ I rofe again 1 becaus thou waft 
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with me. And again Job faith : Thou [halt wife up again this my Job ip-xs- 
fr(h 9 which hath endured all ihefe things. 

With this hope therefore let our fouls be fa ft bound unto 
him-, who is faithful! in his Promiles, and jult in his judgements. 

He that hath commanded others not to lie, much more will he 



himfelf not lie: For nothing is impoffble for God to do, 
1 j except it be to lie. Let our faith therefore in him be enlive- 
ned and quickned within 11s > and let 11s consider that all things 
areneer unto, and before him. By the word oi his great power 
he hath ordered and eftablifhtall things 3 and by the fame word 
he can deilroy them. 2 4 Who jh ali fay unto bwj What hafl thou 
dene ? Or who Jh tll reftfi the might of his ftrcng'h? Both when, 
and after what manner it pleated him, hath he done all things 3 
and nothing of all that he hath decreed hath efcaped the accorn- 
pliihment thereof. All things are in his prefence, and nothing 
hath been concealed h orn his counfel. 'The Heavens declare the 
glory of God 3 and the Ttrmament fhewtth the work^ofhts hands: Day 
unto day uttereth out jfeech , and night unto night revealeth knowledge: 
And there is neither fetch y nor language, where this voice of theirs is 
not heard. Whenas therefore all that is done, is both leen and 
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heard by him, let 11s fear him, and iorlake all corrnj t del ires af- 
ter evtl and foul actions, that fo we inav be prote&ed by his 
mercy from thole judgements which are to come. For whither 
can any one of us fly from his powerfull hand ? What world 
will entertain them that fall of from him, and turn renegado’st 
For the Scripture faith lomewhere : Whither jhall I go away » or pcq, , 
where [hall / he hidden fern thy prefence f If I afeend into Heaven , 
there thou art ; if I depart unto the utmofi parts of the earth t there is 
thy right hand 3 if I make my bed in the hottcmlefs depths * there thy 
Spirit ss. Whither then fhall any one go, or whither lhall he 
fly away from him, that conteineth all things within himfelf? 

Let us come unto him therefore in the holinefs of our Souls, 
lifting up unto him pure and undefiled hands, loving this our 
gentle and mercifull Father, who hath made us unto hinVelf the 
portion of his Election. For thus it is written : When the H ?he(i q £UC * 2i3 
divided the ^ itions , when he fcattered the fons of Adam, he appointed 
the hounds of the people according to the number of the Ansels 3 and 
his people J acob became the portion of the Lord ; Ilf ael was the cord 
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of his inheritance. And in another place he faith $ Beheld the Lord 
Deu r.4. j 4, tA fah Hnt0 himfilfa AT ation out of the midjt of the Nations , as a man 

Num.18. taketh the firft- finds of his floor: and out of that Nation fhall the 

Hjly of Holies come forth. 

Since therefore we are the portion of him that is holy, let us 
perform all the duties ofHolinefs, ceafing from backbiting, 
polluted and unchafi embraces, drunkennefs, ftudy of innovati- 
ons, abominable concupifcencies, abhorred adultery, with exe- 
Frov.3.34. crable pride and arrogance 3 For God, faith he, refifleth the proud, 
1 Pec! ft 6m gtveth grace to the humble. Let us cleave fait then unto thole, 

* f upon whom God hath bellowed his Grace 3 Let us in humility 
of mind array ourfelves in concord and agreement, learning 
continency, keeping our felves far from all ivhilpering and back- 
biting, appearing jult rather in our doings, then layings. For 
Job 1 1 . i . he fa i til : He that Jpeaketh much , fhall hear of it again : Or is he that 

Job 14. r. » able to tai^ therefore thought juft l Man blefled of God, being 

£ccl. 5.2. born of a woman, is but of a fhort life: let not therefore thy words be 

many. Let our praifebe of God, and not come from our felves. 
For God hateth them who give praifes unto themfelves. Let 
Pror.27.2 . witnefs be given of our good doing by others, according as our 

Fathers,who were jull,had a teflimony thereof given unto them. 
Confident preemption, and arrogance, and ralh boldnefs are 
with fiich as are accurfed by God 3 but with fuch as are blefled 
by him are meeknefs, humility, and gentleneft. Let us there- 
fore apply our felves dole unto the bleflingofGod; and let us 
confider what the waits of his blefling are. Let us feriouflyre- 
volve with ourfelves what things have happened ever fince the 
beginning. Wherefore was Abraam our Father blefled ? was it 
not fordoing juftice and truth with faith? Jfaac through an 
holy confidence having knowledge of what fhould come to pafs, 
willingly became a Sacrifice. Jacob flying from his Brother in all 
humility departed from his own Land, and went unto Laban , 
and ferved him 3 and rule was given him among the twelve 
Tribes oflfrael. Ifany one would particularly, and ingenuoufly 
take it into confideration, he fhould eaiily underftand the great 
excellency of thofe benefits, which were conferr’d upon us 
through his means. From him were the ‘Priefts , and all the 
LevstS) miniftring before the Altar of God* From him was the 

Lord 
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Lord Jefus according to the flefh. From him were the Kings, 
and Princes, and Rulers, of the Tribe of Juda. And the reft of * 
the * T ribes had no mean honor conferr’d upon them, God ma- ca J.ll n 8 l h« , 
king it his Promile ; Thy feed (hall be a* the flars of Heaven. They XI i‘ ** f 5X f " 
were all therefore glonhed, and made great, not by themlelves, ?0 jKin.j1.37, 
or by their works, or by their juft anions, which they perfor- Gcn.2a.17. 
med, but by the will of God. We then being called in Chrifl Je~ *£0_ 
fit* by his will , S S are not juilified by our lelves,nor by our own XXV. 
wildom, or knowledge, or piety,or by the works which we have 
done in the holinefle of our heart 3 but by faith, whereby the 
Almighty God hath juftihed all men from the beginning of the 
W orld ; to whom be glory for ever and ever, men . 

What ftiall we do then. Brethren > lhall we ceale from doing 
good, and wholyforlake Charity? By no means let the Lord 
liifter this to be don by us 5 but let us haften with all earneftnefs 
and cheerfulnels to the performance of every good work. For 
the Creator himlelf, and Lord of all things, taketh great delight 
in his own works. By his moft mighty power he hath eftablifh- 
ed the Heavens, and by his incomprehenfible wifdome he hath 
beautified them- He hath divided the Earth from the water that 
* cncompafleth it, and he hath fettled it, as it were a firm Tower, 
being the foundation of his own proper Will. The living crea- 
tures alfo that go up and down thereon, by his appointment he 
hath commanded there to have their being. And having firft 
made the Sea, and the living creatures therein, he fhut them up 
thereby his power. Above all, with his holy and pure hands he 
formed LMan, that exceeding noble Creature, and far above 
all others for the excellency of his underftanding,the Character 
of his own image j for fo he faith : Let m make Man according G n 1 16 
to our own Image* and according to our own likenejfe ; and God made uc ‘ 1,1 
man ; male and female made he them. All thefe things when he 
had finifht, he prailed them, and blefled them, and faid j Sncreafe Gcn.1.28. 
and multiply. 

We lee that all juft men have been adorned with good works; 
therefore God alfo, having let forth himfelf in his works, took 
delight, and rejoyced therein. Having therefore foch an example, 
let us make our approach unto him in a conformity to his Wil, 
working the work of righteoulhels with all our might. 

E The 
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The faithfull laborer doth with confidence receive his bread, 
the hire of his work ; but the floathfull and negligent cannot 
with any boldnefs look him in the face that gave him his ini- 
ployment. It behoves us therefore to be forward and ready to 
do that which is good. For from him are all things 5 and thus 
he beipeaks us before-hand : Behold the Lord cometh, and his re- 
ward is before his face, to retributt to ever y one according to his work: 
He exhorts us with our whole heart to apply our felves hereun- 
to, and not to be idle or remifs in the performance of any good 
work- Let our boafting, and our boldnefs be in him. Let us be- 
come fiibjeft unto his will. Let us confider the whole multitude 
of his *Angels,how they handing before him minifter unto him 
according to thepleafore of his will. For the Scripture faith: 
Thoufand thoufands miniflred unto him, and ten thoufand times ten 
thoufand flood before him. s/fnd they eryedjtioly , Holy, Holy y Lord of 
Sabaoth; every creature is full of thy glory. So therefore let us, be- 
ing become one Congregation in unity of affe&ion and minde 
with a good confidence, cry out, as it were with one mouth, ear- 
neftly without ceafing, that we may be made partakers of his 
great and glorious Promifes. For he faith : The eye hath not feen , 
nor the ear e hear d^nor hath it entred into the heart of man, what he hath 
prepared for them that wait upon him . 

How blefled, Beloved, and marvellous are the gifts of God ! 
Life, in immortality ; beauty and brightnefs, in righteoufhefs 5 
Truth, in boldnefs and freedom; Faith, in full aflurednefs; 
temperance, in holinefs ; and yet all thefe falling under the 
reach of our own underftanding. But what are thofe things 
which are prepared for them that wait upon him? The mod 
holy Creator and Father of the World himfelf knoweth the di- 
menfions and beauty of them. Let us therefore eameftly drive 
to be found in the number of them that wait upon him, that we 
may be made partakers of thofe gifts which are promised unto 
us. But how foal! this be done. Beloved ? If our thoughts be 
firmly fet upon God by faith; if we enquire after thofe things 
which are wel-pleafing and acceptable unto him ; if we do thofe 
things which are confonant ana agreeable to his pure and irre- 
proveable Wil ; following the way of Truth, and catting away 
from us all injuftice and iniquity, covetoufnefs, contentions, 

with 
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with malice, and deceit, whifperings and backbiting$,the hatred 
of God, with pride and haughtinefs, vain-glory, and ambition* 

For they that dothefe things are abominable unto God: and Rom.i.ji* 

not the doers onely thereof, but they alfo which give way by 

contenting thereunto. For the Scripture faith: But unto the pf a i.foa6* 

finner God hath fluid 5 Why doft thou declare my judgements , and 

take ft my Covenant into tby mouth ? But thou hafi bated inftru&ion, 

and haft caft my words behind thee . If thou [aw ft a theef, thou did? ft 

run along with him , and thou did? ft. put in thy flare with adulterers v 

Tby mouth bath overflown with malice , and thy tongue hath faflioned 

out deceit ; Thou dtdft fit down and jpeal ^ againft thy brother , thou 

did* ft Jlander* the [on of thy mother . ibis thou di deleft, and I was ft- * Or, minijltr 

lent: thou did' ft fuppofe wickedly, that l would be like unto thee, f occajionof feen- 

wiS reprove thee, and place thee , even fuch a one as thou art, before qJ didlitu 

thine own face. 'Under ft and this now ye that forget God y left at a Lion afumbiingblotk 

be fleiza upon you, and there be none to resku you, facriftce of for a &c. 

praife flail glorifie me, and there flail be the way in which I will flew 

him the faving health of (ft od. 

This is the way,Beloved, wherein we fhall finde Jeflis Chrift, 
our faving health,the High Prieft of our offerings,the Guardian 
and Succourer of our weakneis. Through him we look up unto 
the higheft Heavens, and behold as it were in amirour his (pot* 
lefs and tranlcendent face: By him have the eyes of our heart 
been opened: By him our obfeure and darknea undemanding 
fprings to a freth dawning at his wonderfull light : By him it 
pleated the Lord to give us a taft of immortal! knowledge* who 
being the brightnefe of his Majeftie, is by fo much greater then pbr. 1.5,4. 
the Angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
name. For thus it is written : Who maketb his Angels jpirits , and pf a l. 104.4. 
hit minifters aflame of fire . But of his Son thus faith the Lord 5 
Thou art my Son , this day I begot thee: atkjofme, and I will give thee Pfal. 1.7* 
the Tfations for thine inheritance y and for a pofteflion the utmoft 
bounds of the earth. And again he faith unto him: Sit down - . 
on my right band mtiR I make thine enemies a foot ftoel for V ' ll0,u 
tby fttu 

Now who are his enemies > Wicked men, and fuch as oppofe 
their own private will againft the will of God. Let us perform 
this our warferejMenandBrethren, with all eameftnefs accord- 

E 2 ing 
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ing to his unblameable Commandments. Let us confider thofe 
Souldiers which are in fervice under our Commanders , how 
orderly, how readily, with what obedience they perform the 
commands which they receive. All men cannot be Generals, or 
Commanders ofthoulands, or Captains of hundrcds,and fifties, 
and ft> downwards. But every one in particular in his own rank 
and fiation obeys the commands of the Emperct4r % or the inferior 
GoveYtionrs. The great can do nothing without the final], nor 
yet the final! xvithout the great. There is a kind of mixture of 
all, and the profit hence redounds to every particular. Let us 
take our own body for examples The head without the feet is 
nothing : fo neither are the feet without the head any thing. 
The very leaft members of our body arenecefiary and ufefull for 
die whole : and every one partconlpires with the fame yeelding 
corre/pondency to the generall conlervation of all. 

Let us keep our whole body therefore in Ch rill Jelus, every 
man becoming fubjeft to his neighbour, according to the rank 
wherein he hath been placed by his Ipeciall grace and favour. 

Yvi. 26 Let not the firong delpife the weak ; let the weak reverence 

them that are firong. Let the rich communicate to the neceffi- 
ties of the needy ; and let them again praile God that he hath 
given unto them fuch, as by whole meanes their wants are fup- 
plyed. Let him that is wile make manifeft his wildom, not hi 
words, but in good deeds. Let not him that is lowly-minded 
give teftimony to himlelf^ but let him fufifer another to give 
vvitnels of him. Let not him that hath the gift of chaftity in the 
flefh make his boaft thereof, knowing it is another that beftoxv- 
eth this power of continency upon him. Let us therefore con- 
fider, my Brethren, ofxvhat matter we are made, xvho and what 
kind of ones we came into this world, as it were out of a grave 
and darknefs. He that made us, and created us, brought us into 
this his World, having before hand prepared bountifully his 
good things for us ere we were yet born. Having then all thele 
things from him, we ought in all refpe&s to be thankfull unto 
him j to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amsn. 

Men of no underftanding, and the ignorant, and fools, and 
the unlearned do make a mock and a feoff of us, going about to 
advance chemfelves in their own conceits., But what can mor- 
tal! 
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tall man do > or what is the ftrength of him that is born of the 
earth ? For it is written : There was no form before mine eyes : but 
I heard either a wtnd 9 or a voice , faying, How ? Shall a mortall man 
bs clean before the Lord ? or [hall a man appear unblamable by hit aftt- 
ons l if he put no tuft in his fervants } and took, l notice of that which 
was pervers in hie Angels j and the Heaven is not pure in his fight, 
(fo to then% how much more in them who dwel in houfes of clay ; 
of which fubllance we are made up, of the fame clay. He hath [mit- 
ten them as a moth 9 and fiom morning unto the evening they are not 
to be found. The) are penfhed, becaus they were not able to help them - 
ft Ives . He blew upon them, and they dted^becans they had no wifdom . 
Call nowj if any one will hearken unto thee 3 cr if thou feefl any of the 
holy Angels. For anger Jlayeth the fool, and e-.vj ft (let h him that 
wandereth out of the way. 1 have feen the foohjh taking root, but pre - 
fently their dwelling was [wallowed up - Let their fins be far fiom fafe- 
ty, let them be crujhedat the gates of their inferiors , and there [had not 
be anyone to deliver them . ivhat they have made ready , the juft jh.ill 
eat : and they [had not be free from miferies. 

Seeing therefore thefe things are ib, we ought, (earching 
narrowly into the depths of divine knowledge, to do all things 
in order, whatever the Lord hath commanded us to do. He 
hath ordered that oblations, and other duties of his worflup, be 
performed according to the appointed fea(bn$,not as it happens, 
and dilorderly ; 47 but at let times, and houres. By his moil high 
pleafure Itkew'tfe he hath 'determined both where, and by whom 
he will have them performed 5 that all things being done in an 
holy manner, according to his good liking thereof, they may 
fi become acceptable unto his will. They therefore that per- 
form their oblations, according to the appointed times , are 
accepted of, and bleiled. For obferving the Commandments of 
the Lord they offend not. Unto the High-Priefl his own proper 
miniftxy is allotted; (o the Priefts have their own place,or office, 
ailigned them; and to theLevites the fervices that belong unto 
them alfo. But the 18 Lay-man is bound to the oblervation of 
Lay- ordinances. 

Let every one of you. Brethren, remaining in his otvn rank, 
ivith a good Confcience,give praifeunto God,and contain him- 
felf in a comly pofture within the limited rule of his rainiftry. 

Daily 
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Daily facrificcs, and the free-will offerings of thanks-giving, as 
alfo thofe for fin and trefpafies, are not, Brethren, every where 
performed;, bat at Htcrufalem onely. Neither yet therein every 
XXIX, place. But the Sacrifice ** after an exaft view taken thereof by 
the High Prieft, and the forenamed minifters, is offered at the 
Altar in the Court before the Temple. They therefore who do 
any thing contrary to what is agreeable with the will of God, 
have death as their reward. See, Brethren, by how much the 
more knowledge hath been vouchfafed unto us, by fo much the 
greater danger are we lyable unto. 

The ApolUes were appointed to preach the Gofpel unto us 
from our Lord Jefus Chrift,and Jefus Chrift from God himfelf: 
Chrift being lent by God, and the Apoftles by him 5 and the 
fending of both was in an orderly manner after the wil of God. 
For the Apoftles receiving their Commands, having a full con- 
fidence through the refurre&ion of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
faith in the Word of God, with an aflurance of the Holy Spirit, 
went forth pubiiihing the Gofpel of the Kingdom of God which 
fhould come. 

They therefore preaching the Word through divers Coun- 
tries and Cities,ordained there the firft fruits of fuch as beleeved, 
having made proof and triall of them by the Spirit, to be 
xxxl ?0 Bifhops and Deacons, to minifter unto them that fhould 
afterwards beleeve. Neither xvas this any new device : For many 
ages before mention was made of Bifhops and Deacons in the 
Holy Writ j and fomewhere thus it is written: / will appoint 
Ifai.60.17. them f Overfeers in righteonfnefs y and fait hfteQ f Afiniftcrs . And 
1 w hat wonder is it, if they, unto whom God hath concredited 
fuch a bufinefs, have ordained the fore-mentioned officers in bis 
iLt JWSmls Church f Whenas the blefled c Moy[es> that faithfull Servant in 
not the word all his hous, did let down in thofe holy books all that was com- 
in the 70. manded him, in whole fteps even the reft of the Prophets follow- 

ed, giving their teftimony alfo unto thofe Ordinances which 
had been eftablilhed by him. For a contention happening about 

the Priefthood, and the Tribes not agreeing among themfelves, 

Nutxuxvn, which of them fhould be adorned with that glorious Title, he 
commanded the Princes of the xiT. Tribes to bring their Rods 
unto him,infcribcd with the name of every Tribe: and receiving 

them. 
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them, he bound them together, and fealed them with the ring* 
of the Princes thereof, laying them up in the Tabernacle of the 
Teftimony, upon the T able of God; and Shutting up the Taber- 
nacle, he iealed up the Keyes, and in like manner the Rods ; and 
he laid unto them : Men and Brethren, the Rod of whole Tribe 
{hall bio Horn, that T ribe hath God chofen to offer (acrifice, and 
to minifter unto him. Now when the morning was come, he 
called together all Ifrael , fix hundred thoufand men, and he 
(hewed the (eales unto the Princes of the Tribes, and opening 
the Tabernacle of the Teftimony, he brought the Pvods unto 
them s and the Rod of eAdrcn was found not onely to have 
bloffomed, but alio bearing fruit. What think ye. Beloved > 

Knew not Moyfes that this ffiould (o come to pafs ? moft cer- 
tainly he knew. But to avoid diforder and confufion, among 
the peeple of Ifrael , this he did, that the name of the true, and on- 
ly God, might be glorified : to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
tAmen. 

Even our Apo files alto underftood by our Lord Jefiis Chrifi, 

3* that ftrifeand contention would ari(e about the name of xxxi. 

Epifcopacy * for this caufe therefore,having abfolute knowledge 

before-hand thereof, they ordained the 3 * forenamed officers, and XXXII.' 

33 for the future gave them moreover in command, that when- XXX ill. 

foever they (hould dye, * others wel-approved of fliould iucceed * 

into their office, and miniftry. Who therefore have been con- 

ftituted and appointed by them, or afterward by other famous /Take 

and difcreet men, with the good liking and confent of all the notice of She 

Church, and have unblaroeably performed their miniftry to the time they are 

fheep-fold of Chrift, in lowlinels of mind, quietly, without 10 hold in. 

aiming at their own gain } and who withal! have of a long time 

had a good teftimony from all men, fiich we think cannot with 

any juftice be caft out of their miniftry. For indeed it will be no 

(mall fin unto us, if we caft off thofe,who have unblamably and 

holily undergon the duties of 34 their Epifcopacy. Blefied are XxXIvC 

thole Elders,who having already difpatched their journey 3 have 

gained a fruitfull and perfeft diffolution : for they fear not 

any ones turning them out of their place where they are new 

fettled. 

For we perceive that ye have removed fome, who performed 

their 
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their office well, from the miniftry, which they were thought to 
deferve, as having no fault to be found in them. Ye are conten- 
tious, Brethren, and too hot about thole things which apper- 
tain not to Salvation. Search diligently into the Scriptures, 
thole true Oracles of the Holy Spirit : Knoiv tor a certain that 
therein nothing is written, that is either unlawfully or corrupt I 
and feined : For then you (hall not find the juft caft forth, and 
reje&ed, by godly men. The juft were perlecuted indeed, but by 
the wicked ^ They were impriloned,but by the ungodly ; They 
were ftoned, but by tranfgreffors *, They were flain, but by abo- 
minable men, and fitch as bore an unjuft hatred againft them. 
Yet luffring all this, they bore it bravely. For what ffiall we lay., 
Brethren ? Was Daniel caft into the Lions cave by them that 
feared God ? Were eAnanias, Azariae, and Aftfael, Hint up in 
the fiery furnace by them thatoblerved the excellent and glori- 
ous worfhip of the moft High > By no meanes. Who then were 
they that did this ? The deteftable, and full of all envie and 
naughtinels ; enfiamcd with lo great a rage, that they caft into 
the furnace thole that fervedGod with an holy and unblamable 
relolution ; not knowing that the Higheft is the Protettor and 
Defender of Inch, as in a pure confidence do worffiip his power- 
full Name : to whom be Glory for ever and ever. Amen, 

Now they, who with confidence have patiently endured,have 
inherited glory and honour 5 and they have been exalted by 
God , and their memory railed on high for ever and ever. 
Amen, 

Therefore it becomes us alio. Brethren, to keep dole to jfucfi 
like examples j for it is written : Sticky clofe unto the Stints, for 
they that are joyned unto them j hall become holy. And again in an- 
other place he faith : With the harmlefs man , thoti (halt be harm- 
left 5 and with the per vers thou (halt become per vers. Therefore let 
us adhere unto them that are innocent, and juft $ for fiich are 
the Ele& of God : Wherefore are ftrifes, and anger, and divifi- 
ons, and fchilms, and war among us > Have we not one God, 
and one Chrift,and one Spirit of Grace, which hath been poured 
out upon us, and one calling in Chrift > Why do we pluck 
afiinder, and tear in pieces the members of Chrift, why raife we 
{edition againft our own body? bring arrived to that hight 



\ 



Clement’s frit Epiftle to the Corinthians. 2 5 

of madneft, that we forget we are the members one of another > 
Remember the words of our Lord Jefiis ; for faid he : Wo be to 
that man by whom fcandals come 5 it were good for him if he had Luc. 17 . 
not been born, rather then to adminifter occafion of fcandaO to one of 
mj SUB, it were better for him to have a mil-ftone hangd about him , 
and to be drowned in the fea . 

Your Schifin hath turned many afide ; it hath brought many 
into delpair,and put them out of heart 5 it hath made many to 
doubt, and waver; but it hath occalioned matter of grief unto 
us all: And yet this your divifion ftill continues. Take into 

your hands the Epiftle of the Blefled c Panl the Apoftle. What . 

hath he written to you in the firft place * f in the very beginning XXXV. 
ofhisGolpel. Of a truth he lent unto you in the (pirit, that, 
concerning both himfelf, and Cephat , and sA polios , there were 
even then fidingp, and factions among you. But that feparation 
brought you lels fin along with it. 5* For your fiding was with X XXV . 
Apoftles, who had high teftimony beftowed upon them; and 
with a man (ufficiently approved of by them. But now confider 
who they are that have perverted you, and abated the honorable 
credit of your brotherly-love, lb much fpoken of every where. 

I Foule, Beloved, and very foule are the reports, and unbefeeming 
\ your conversion in Chrift, which are rife abroad,that the moil 

I ftaied and antient Church of the firintbians, by the meanes of 
j one or two perlons , (hould rife up in (edition againft their 
| Elders. And this report hath not onely reached unto us, but 
unto them alfo who ftand eftranged from us in mind and affecti- 
ons : (o that, through your fooliihneft, the name of the Lord 
isevillpoken of; befides that hereby danger doth accrew unto 
your (elves. 

Let us (peedily remove thismifehief from among us, and let 
us fall down before the Lord, weeping and humbly befeeching 
him, that being become favorable he would be reconciled unto 
us, and reftore us unto our comly and chaft converfation in 
brotherly-love. For this is the gate of righteoufneft, which is 
laid open unto life, as it is written : Open unto me the gates of pp a j , l8 
righteoufneft ; entring in thereat I will make eonfejjton unto the Lord: 

This is the gate ef the Lord; the juft JhaS enter in thereat. 37 Seeing XX X v 11. 

F then 
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then there are many gates opened , that which is opened In 
righteouftiefs is the lame which is opened in Chrift, by which 
all they that enter are happy, ordering their way aright, per- 
forming all things in a peaceable manner in holinefs, and 

. righteoufhefs. 

XXXVIII* 38 Say onebe faithfull ; fay one be able to make expreflion of 
his knowledge ; lay he be wile in a right difeerning of words ; 
fay he be pure in his deeds and dealings : by fo much the more 
ought he to be humble minded, by how much the more he feems 
to excell others ; and to fek that which is profitable for many 

in gen. rail, and not his own good. He that hath love in Chrift, 

XXXIX. let him keep the Commandements of Chrift. 3 * Who is able to 
exprels the bond and tye of Gods love ? Who is fiiflicient to 
utter the excellency of his beauty, according as it delerveth? 
The high pitch, whereunto Love doth advance us, is wholly un- 
x Pe?*4*ff. expreflibJe. Love ties us fad: unto God 5 Love coversa multitude 
1 Cor. 1 j. of lins : Love endureth all things, it patiently beareth xvith all 

things. Love hath nothing meane or bale in it; neither yet 
hath it any pride, or ftatelinefs. There is no Schilm, there is no 
/edition in love ; but it performeth all things in agreement, 
and union of affections. By love have all the EleCt of God been 
made perfect ; and without it nothing is done which can be 
acceptable and wehpleafing unto God. In Love did the Lord 
take us unto himlelf; for the meer love he bare unto us, Chrift 
our Lord gave his blood for us, through the will of God, and 
his flelh for our flelh, and his foul for our fouls. See, Beloved, 
how great and wonderfull a thing Love is : there is no enarra- 
tion, or cxprejfion, of the perfection thereof Who is lufficient 
to be found therein, except they, whom God hath judged wor- 
thy thereof? Let us pray therefore and earneftly intreat that we 
may b? worthy of it, that we may live in love,being unblame- 
able, without humane lidings , and faction. All Generations 
even unto this day are palled away ; but they who have been 
made perfect in love, according to the Grace of Chrift, pofleft 
the Holy Place; who fhall be revealed in the vilitation of the 
Kingdome of Chrift ; For it is written : Enter into thy chambers 
for a lit t to while, unttS mine anger and indignation be overpafh t/fnd 

1 
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I mil remember the good ‘Day, and l will raife you ftp out of your Ifal.irf'.io# 
graves . Blefled are we, Beloved, if we have performed the Com- 
mandments of God in the union and accord of love, that 
through love our tins may be remitted unto us : For it is writ- 
ten j 'Bit fed are they wbofe iniquities an forgive*, and whofe Jins are 
hidden: bit fed is the man to whom the hard imputeth not fin y neither Plaljt* i. 
is the*e deceit in his mouth • This bleflednels was upon the Eleft 
of God, through Je.us Chrilt our Lord, to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. oAmen. 

Let os many therefore of us, as have tranfgrefied through the 
ftggeftian of the Adversary, leek to obtain pardon. And as for 
them, who have been ring-leaders in this fedition and diviiion, 
they ought to have their eye upon the common aim of our hope. 

For they who lead their lives in fear and love, had rather them- 
ielves (hould meet with diftrefles , then their neighbours , and 
they will rather bear their own condemnation, then diilike and 
trouble that comly and righteous agreement, which hath been 
delivered, and made over unto us. For it is better for a man to 
make contortion of his tranfgreflions, then to harden his heart ; 
as the heart of them was hardened, who role up in a mutiny 
againft c Moyfes the Servant of God » whole judgement was 
made manifeft ; for they defended alive into * Hell, and death *Ot 2 'begr*vel 
(wallowed them up. e Pharao > and his hoft,and all the Princes of 
Egypt, the chariots alio, and they that rode on horsback, were Num.i6.jj. 
drowned in the bottom of the %ed Sea, and perilhed there, for 
no other caule, but that their ignorant hearts were ftill harde- 
ned, after lo many lignes and miracles, which were performed in 
the land of Egypt by Moyfes the fervant of God. 

The Lord ftandeth in need of nothing. Brethren, neither re- * clement mi 
quireth he any thing , but that we Ihould make confelfion thofe purer 
* unto him : for the elett David faith : I will confefs unto the times, knew 
Lord y and it fhxR pleafe him more then a young bn Roc! ^ that hath no other Cm- 
gr owing both horns and hoofs : let the poor fee it, and rejoyce . And i 

again he laith : Sacrifice unto the Lordtke facrifice ofpraife , and pay pfai.j0.i4! 
thy vows unto the Highefi • And caR upon me in the day of thy afflicti- 
on, and I wiR deliver thee , and thou (halt glorifie me. For a contrite p* . 
fir it is a faertfice unto God. Ye know, Beloved, ye know well 1 
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enough the Holy Scriptures, and ye have diligently /earched in- 
to the Oracles of God ; therefore give them entertainment in 
your memory. When tMoyfes went up into the Mount , and 
itaied there forty daies and forty nights in failing and humbling 
himfelf, God fpake unto him ; Get up Moyfes, go down hence 
quickly* for tty people, whom thou brought eft out of the Lund of Egypt, 
have committed iniquity 5 they have fuddenly tranfgreffed from the way 
which thou commandeft them * they have madethemfelves molten ima- 
ges. And the Lord faid unto htm 3 / have fpoken unto thee once and 
twice , faying ; 1 have looked upon this pee pie, and behold it is a ft if - 
necked people. Suffer me to deftroy them , and I will wipe away their 
name from under Heaven 3 and I will make thee a great and a won- 
derfull nation, and far more numerous then this. Tut Moy/es faid 5 
*By no meanes. Lord.* Forgive this peeple their (in, or els blot me alfo 
out of the book. °f the living. O great Love, 6 T ranfcend^nt Per- 
fection ! The fervant deals freely and openly with his Lord 3 he 
begs remillion for the multitude, or els requefteth to be blotted 
out together with them. 

Is there any one then that is bravely /pirited among you > 
Is there any one that hath compaffion ? Doth any one abound 
in Charity ? Let him fay : If this fedition, or contention, or 
ichiim, be for me, or by my means * 4° I will depart^ lie go my 
waies whither foeveryou plea/e, I will do what the multitude 
commands : onely let the fheep-fold ofChri ft enjoy peace, with 
the Elders that are placed over it. He that Hull do fo fhall pur- 
cha/e unto himfelf great glory in the Lord, and eveiy place fhall 
receive him ; for the earth is the Lords , and the f nine ft thereof Thus 
they do, and thus they will do, who lead their lives according to 
the rules of Gods policy 3 which they need not ever to repent 
them Selves of. 

But to inftance in Lome Examples of the Heathen. 41 Many 
Kings and Governors, in the time of a raging peftilence, 41 up- 
on an fwer received from the Oracle, have delivered them/elves 
up unto death, that by their own blood they might deliver their 
country-men. Many have for/aken their own Cities where they 
dwelt, thereby to flop the farther increase of /edition and divi- 
iion, which might have happened by their /lay. We have known 

many 
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many among our (elves who have delivered themfelves into 
bonds , that they might (et others at liberty. Many have (it 
themfelves to fervile employments, and receiving the hire there- 
of, they have therewith fed and fuftained others. Many weemtn 
alio, having been ferengthened by the grace of God, have per- 
formed many valiant and manly aft ions. Blefied Judith, when 
as the City was beiieged, delired of the Elders that (lie might be 
(liifred to go forth unto the Tents of Strangers : So committing 
herfelf unto danger, for the love of her countrey, and peeple. 

Who were fhut up by the liege ; (he went forth, and the Lord de- 
livered up Olophernes by the hand of a woman. No lefs al(o did 
Either, being of a perreft faith, offer herfelf unto danger, that 
fhe might deliver from imminent deftruftion the xTI. Tribes of 
1 frail. For Ihe by fatting, and humbling herielf, befought the 
Lord, the Creator of all things,the God of all ages of the world: 
and he feeing the humility of her lbul,freed the peepIe,for whole 
fake fhe had endangered herfelf. Let us alip make entreaty for 
fuch as are fallen into any tranfgrefllon, that moderation and 
humility may be granted unto them, and that thereby they may 
give way, andyeeld themfelvs, not unto us, but unto the Will 
of God. So fhall they through compalfion obtain a full and per- 
feft commemoration both with God, and his Saints. Let us 
follow that difeipline. Beloved, at which none ought to be of- 
fended, or difpleafed. The Caveats, and warnings, we give one 
to another, arc good, and excellently profitable ; for they unite 
us clofe unto the Will of God. For thus faith the holy Word : 

7 he Lord hath chaflened me very fore , but hath not delivered me over pfal.i 1 8. 1 8. 

to death. For whom the Lord loveth , he ehaftenetb : he fcourgeth Prov. $. n. 

every fin whom htreceivetb . For the righteous* faith he 0 fb all fmae pfai. 141.7, 

me in mercy, and fhall reprove me \ but the oil offinners {hail not make 

fat my head . And again he faith : Blejfed is the man whom the Lord Job s . 17* 

hath reproved, refufenot thou the chafteningofthe Almighty ; for he 

maketh fore, and refloreth again ; he bath wounded, and hie hands 

have made whole . Six times he (ball deliver thee out ofneceffittev, and 

in the feventh , evil jhaB not touch thee. In famin he jhaB deliver thee 

from death ; and in war he (haB fee thee fiom the hand of the fveord. 

He JhaB hide thee from the fiourge of the tongue 5 neither {halt thou be 
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afraid of the evils that are comtng. Those fhalt laugh at the wicked 
and tranfgreffors , and those fhalt not be afraid of wt Id be aft s. For the 
wtld beafts fhall be at peace with thee : then fhalt thou k*ow, that thy 
hoiu fhall be at peace , and the dwelling of thy Tabernacle jhall not fail 
thee . And thou fhalt know that thy feed full be mttltiplyed, \ and thy 
Children fh ill be as the grafts of the field: lAnd thou fhalt come into 
thy grave as ripe corn , that is reaped in due fteafon , or hke the heap of 
corn on the floor, which was brought home and put up in good time . 

Behold, Beloved, there is a proteftion and defence for fuch as 
are in hr lifted by the Lord. For he being a good Teacher will 
have us to be put in remembrance, and warned, by his own holy 
inftruftion. 

Ye therefore, who laid the foundation of this (edition, be- 
come fiibjeft to your 4J Elders > and being inftrufted to repen- 
tance, and bowing the knees of your hearts, learn to be fubjeft, 
laying ahdethat arrogant andinfolent boldnels ofyour tongues. 
For it is better for you to be found fmall, and yet of lome ac- 
count in the Iheep-fold of Chrift, then leeming to your felves 
to be above others, thereby to be call out of the hope you have 
in him* For thus faith that moft powerfull Wildom : Behold % 
I will put forth unto you the fVord of my Spirit , and I will teach you my 
fVerd . Seeing I called, and ye heark*ed not ; I put forth my words 9 
and ye attended not : But ye fit at nought my counfels , and ye difobeyed 
my reproofs . Therefore even / will laugh at your calamity , and I will 
rejoyce when your deftruftion someth 5 whenas trouble cometb fud- 
denlj upon you ; and your deflation like a whirlwind 5 when affttfUon 
and dtftrefs overtaketh you • For then it fhaS be that je fhaB call upon 
me , but I will not hearken unto you ; the wicked fhall feekjne , but (hall 
not finde me. For they have hated wifdom, and the fear of the Lord 
have they not cho fen ; neither would they litten to my cou*tfels 3 but 
fcoffed at my reproofs. Therefore they fhall eat the fruits of their own 
way # and be filled with their own impiety. 44********* 
****************** ********* 

******* * G od the 45 Beholder and T>ifcern. of all 
things, the Lord of fpirits, and all flefh, who hath chofen our 
Lord Jefiis Chrift, and us through him to be a peculiar peeple, 
grant unto every foul, that calleth upon hrs glorious and Holy 
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Name, Faiths and Feare, and Peace, and Patience, and Long- 
fuffring, and Temperance, with Purity and Wifdom, to the 
wel-plealing of his Name, through our High Prieft and 
Ruler, by whom unto him be Glory, and Majefty, Power, and 
Honour both now and for all ages evermore, csfmsn. 

*7 Claudius 9 and Ephebus, and Valerius y Bit on, and Fortunatus, 
whom we have lent unto you, do ye in peace fiiddenly lend back 
unto us with joy, that they may the (boner relate unto us the 
tidings of your peace and agreement, fo much pray’d for and 
delired by us ; that we al(o may the more (peedily rejoy ce when 
we jhall hear of your fettled condition. 

The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with you, and with 
all them that are called by God, and through him, every where j 
through whom unto him be Glory, Honor, Power, and 
Majeftie, and everlafting Dominion,from all Ages, 
even unto all Ages for ever. 
t/fmen. 
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